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1 . EMBASSY AND AID HAVE CONSULTED PURTHER ON CHOICE OP 
AREA OF SUBJECT COMPARATIVE AERIAL SURVEY. WE FRANKLY 

FIND OURSELVES UNABLE TO RECOMMEND AN AREA WHICH IS CERTAIN 
TO OFFER VIVID EVIDENCE THROUGH PHOTOS OF DETERIORATION OVER 
TEN YEAR PERIOD. SPECIFICALLY, WIND BLOWN SEEDS CAN QUICKLY 
TAKE ROOT AND PRODUCE GRASS, BRUSH AND TREES WHICH COVER 
UP SCARS OF EROSION. THIS IS NOT TO SAY THAT PERMANENT 
DAMAGE HAS NOT BEEN DONE, BUT IT MAY BE DIFPICULT TO OBSERVE 
AND RECORD ON PILM. 

2. WITH THAT MAJOR QUALIFICATION EMBASSY SUGGESTS TWO POS- 
SIBILITIES IN PRIORITY ORDER LISTED: (A) AREA SURROUNDING 
SURKHET IN THE BHERI ZONE TO WEST OF RAPATI; OR (B) AREA 
SURROUNDING DHANKUTA IN KOSHI ZONE IN EASTERN NEPAL. IN 
BOTH CASES SCOPE OF AREA SHOULD BE DECIDED ON BASIS OP 
TECHNICAL FACTORS PREVAILING IN WASHINGTON. AND IN BOTH 
CASES TWO SETS OP PHOTOS SHOULD BE COMPARED TO SEE WHETHER 
THEY DO IN FACT DEMONSTRATE POINT WE SEEKING TO MAKE. IF 
THEY FAIL TO DO SO WE WILL HAVE TO MAKE PURTHER SELECTION. 

FYI. BASIS OF THESE TWO CHOICES IS AS MUCH PAMILIARITY OP 
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HIS MAJESTY WITH BOTH AREAS AS IT IS PARTICULAR NATURE 
OF EROSION PROBLEM. KING WAS IN DHANKUTA EARLIER IN 1977 
AND WILL BE SPENDING NEXT HZNTH BASED IN SURKHET. SINCE 
ONE OF MAIN OBJECTIVES OP EXERCISE IS TO BE ABLE TO MAKE 
GRAPHIC POINT TO HIM ABOUT WHAT IS HAPPENING TO THIS COUNTRY, 
IT IS OUR THOUGHT THAT SELECTING AREA WHICH HE HAS SEEN AND 
SPENT SOME TIME IN RECENTLY COULD BE PARTICULARLY TELLING. 
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DHANKUTA MAY HAVE ADDITIONAL ADVANTAGE THAT PARTICULARLY 
HEAVY RAINFALL IN THAT AREA MAY ACCENTUATE PROBLEM AND ITS 
CONSEQUENCES. 

HECK 
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